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The Peacekeeper Committee 

  

This week has been full of excitement with the Peacekeeper Committee!  What a joy it has been to 

see the Primary and Elementary students planning and preparing together as they collaborate around 

the current Peacekeeper project.  As many of you know, the Peacekeeper Committee is collecting 

donations for PAWS, a local animal shelter in Norwalk.  This important initiative has been underway 

for several months and the process itself is of equal importance and value.    

  

The Peacekeeper Committee is a rotating group of Primary and Elementary students with one 

representative from each of the six classrooms.  The students attend a weekly meeting where ideas 

are shared and plans are made in support of the Peacekeeper mission: to recognize, celebrate, and 

support the continual effort of all human beings to be kind, caring, helpful, and loving people.  The 

representatives carefully discuss ways to help our school community rise up, collectively and 

individually, and present our best selves to one another.  Past projects such as Peace tables, Peace 

benches, international child sponsorships, Peace flags, and also local outings to express gratitude to 

other organizations for their important work have allowed students to feel the powerful and profound 

impact of their efforts relating to kindness and compassion. 

  

The inner workings of the Peacekeeper committee, aside from the initiatives themselves, are 

impressive and noteworthy.  In keeping with the underpinnings of the Montessori philosophy, the 

committee members engage the entire student body in each decision process and work that relates 

to each project.  Following the weekly meeting, every representative returns to their classroom and 

reports to the class about what has been discussed at the meeting.  Sometimes the representative 

will ask their class for feedback on ideas or specific thoughts on next steps.  The following week, 

each representative reports his or her findings back to the other committee members.  This 

democratic process of decision making and the commitment toward shared responsibility sends an 

important message of respect, inclusion, and patience.  With a rotating committee, no one group of 

representatives assumes ownership of an idea or an initiative because responsibilities are continually 

passed on every three weeks to a new group of Peacekeeper committee members.  

  

 



The students on the committee range in age from five to twelve years old.  Stepping out of their 

mixed age classrooms and into a committee of mixed ages may feel familiar; however, it is often a 

big moment of courage for the young Primary children to share space and ideas with the Elementary 

students.  And it is beautiful to watch how the older students listen respectfully and wait patiently as 

the younger children find their voice.  We sometimes forget how powerful and formative moments 

like these can be in a child's development. 

  

The decision to donate to PAWS (Pet Animal Welfare Society) was a wonderful and lengthy 

process.  With the intention of choosing a local organization to support and offer gratitude, the 

Peacekeeper Committee spent many weeks debating possible places to visit.  Once the animal shelter 

had been chosen, the committee then asked the students which items they would like to 

donate.  Following this, the committee made a sign together and also created a flyer to distribute in 

the front hall.  Please consider donating items, such as food and toys for cats and dogs, and bring 

them to school next week.  The Peacekeeper Committee will be traveling to PAWS to deliver the 

donations as well as offer songs and letters of gratitude.  We are grateful for everyone's hard work 

and dedication toward caring for others (furry and otherwise). 

  

Thank you all for your efforts toward being a Peacekeeper! 

  

Ashley and the Toddler/Primary Team  

 

 


