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The Harvest Festival is a tradition that we cherish at The Montessori School. Each year, students 
look forward to the many rituals that are associated with this day. A sense of excitement fills the 

air and a deep understanding of community takes hold. 
  
Students from Toddler through Upper Elementary practice songs, chop vegetables, bake muffins, 

and listen to stories as they prepare for this special day. We were grateful for the lovely weather 
on Wednesday as our beautiful community of students and staff gathered together outside and 

sat around a captivating fire. 
  
Traditions and rituals often fill one's senses and they are an important part of our human 

experience. Such special, intentional moments then form lasting memories. For young children, 
sensorial impressions become a foundation for their understanding of the world around them.  

  
On this day of gratitude for the harvest, one's sense of smell is awakened! The brisk fall air with 

the smell of crisp leaves could be enough... but add the wonderful scent of an outdoor fire with 
homemade vegetable soup wafting through the air, and it becomes a divine olfactory 
experience.  Watching and listening to Veronica and Stella's class welcome everyone with their 

synchronized drumming and then hearing the story of Stone Soup told by the sixth year 
students were both powerful testimonies of refined practice demonstrated by our youngest and 

eldest community members.  Sharing the taste of homemade pumpkin muffins and soup, and 
singing songs together with good friends also created a truly enriching, sensorial experience.     
  

When children are a part of a community that is nurtured and strengthened through shared 
experiences and equal participation by all, then they gain a deep understanding of what it means 

to be a member of a peaceful society. And often, in these moments of shared joy, their senses 
have been touched and sparked to form lasting memories.  
  

May your weekend be full of rich, sensorial moments and special traditions with your children! 
 

Ashley and the Toddler/Primary Team 


